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Art Unit: 3677 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 25 and 30 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Heckman, 3266112. 

Regarding claim 25, Heckman discloses a device for creating a seal 

having 

• an upper seal member (14) having a first mating surface (26) and a 
lifting wing (38) 

• a lower seal member (12) having a second mating surface (20) and 
a closure bar groove (as seen in figure 2 at 68) 

• a slider (50) having 

o a lifting rib (62) 
o a closure bar (60) 
o a body (54, figures 1-3) 
Regarding claim 30, Heckman discloses first and second mating surfaces 
with identical profiles (figure 2). 

3. Claims 25, 26, 28, 29, 31 , 32 and 35 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Sander, 2810944. 
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Regarding claim 25, Sander discloses a device for creating a seal having 

• an upper seal member (9) having a first mating surface (16) and a 
lifting wing (at 6 and 9, figures 2-5) 

• a lower seal member (5) having a second mating surface (at 16) 
and a closure bar groove (22) 

• a slider (S) having 

o a lifting rib (12, 13) 

o a closure bar (11) 

o a body (1 0, figures 1 -6) 

Regarding claim 26, Sander discloses a first and second lifting wing (6, 9) 
and a first (12) and second (13) lifting rib. 

Regarding claim 28, Sander discloses a top lateral surface on both the top 
and bottom seal members at about the same elevation (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 29, Sander discloses a seal member rib (20') that 
supports the interlocking first and second mating surfaces (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 31, Sander discloses a partial cylindrical shaped slider 
that contacts at least one of the upper and lower seal members (figures 2-6). 

Regarding claim 32, Sander discloses a lifting rib (13) that does not 
extend the entire length of the slider (figures 7 and 8). 

Regarding claim 35, Sander discloses a seal on a container (col. 1, lines 
25-26), which can be used as a shipping package. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 27 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sander in view of Tilman, 4929487. 

Sander fails to disclose a stiffener in the lower or upper seal member. 
Tilman discloses that it is old and well known to add a stiffener (50) in order to 
stabilize the male profile of the seal. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
add the stiffener to Sander's male profile in order to stabilize the male profile/rib. 

6. Claims 34, 36 and 37 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sander in view of Madsen, 2613421. 

Regarding claim 34, Sander fails to disclose a pull-tab with a pin and a 
slanted pull-tab track. 

Madsen discloses an interlocking seal with a slider having a pull-tab with a 
pin in a slanted pull-tab track (31). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
add a pull-tab to Sander's slider to improve the ease of moving the slider back 
and forth to open and close the seal. 
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Regarding claim 36, Sander and Madsen are applied as set forth above. 
Sander also discloses a tilted upper interior surface on the body. The upper 
interior surface is tilted from side to side in figures 2-5 and it is tilted from front to 
back as seen in the cross sections starting from figure 3 to figure 5. 

Regarding claim 37, Sander discloses a seal on a container (col. 1 , lines 
25-26), which can be used as a shipping package. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 38 and 39 have been allowed. The terminal disclaimer filed on 5/26/06 
has been approved and overcomes the double patenting rejections. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 5/26/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant argues that the 102(b) rejection based on Heckman fails to 
meet the new claim limitations directed to the location of the lifting rib and the closure 
bar relative to the upper interior surface of the slider and to each other. Heckman's 
device does meet these limitation when one is view the slider/seal mechanism in a 
vertical orientation, i.e., figure 2 turned ninety degrees to the left. See illustrated figure 
2 of Heckman: 
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The same reasoning applies to Sander's disclosure. See illustrated figure 3 of Sander: 




The applicant argues, with respect to the 102(b) rejection of claim 30, that 
Heckman fails to disclose first and second mating surfaces with identical profiles. The 
first and second mating surfaces, i.e., the surfaces that come into contact with one 
another, are each in the form of a W, which is considered to be the same profile. If it 
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weren't the same profile than the surfaces would fully mate with each other. See 
illustrated figure of Heckman: 



9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack W. Lavinder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
71 19. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday, 9-4:00pm. 




Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,834 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 3677 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Swann can be reached on 571-272-7075. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 QQQ./I 
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